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Ord a 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Rev. Doctor Richardſon, for. the Sermon by him 
preached Yeſterday before this Houfe, at St. Mar- 
garet's Weſtminſter, and that he be deſired to print 
the ſame; and that Lord Brownlow Bertie, Mr. 


I hichcore, and Mr. Cuff do acquaint; him. there- 
with, 
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By WILLIAM RICHARDSON, D. D. 


Præcentor of the Church of Lincoln, Maſter of Emanuel- 
College, Cambridge. 
And Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty. 
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MATTHEW XXII. 21. 


Render therefore unto Ceſar, the things which 
are Ceſar's; and unto God, the things that 


are God's. 


HESE Words of our bleſſed Saviour, are proper 
for our preſent Meditations ; whether we conſider 
them as recommending two very important Du- 
ties; the one, incumbent upon us as created Beings ; the 
other, as Members of a Community: Or, whether, in con- 
ſequence of their Importance, we make them the Standard, 


dy which we may judge of our own Behaviour, or that of 


other Men; may examine the Tranſactions of paſt or pre- 


ſent Times, and form a regular Plan for our future Con- 
duct. | 


The Queſtion, of which theſe words were a Solution, 
was different, both in its Nature and Deſign, from the many 
others which had occaſionally been put to Chriſt, He had 


before been applied to as a Judge of Controver/ies, to reſolve 
B Doubts, 


| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
q 
| 
| 
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Doubts, and to inſtruct in thoſe Duties which would lead to 
eternal Life : But this was propoſed purely to * entangle him 
in his Talk, that they might be able to bring a Charge 
againſt him, and have him puniſhed as * @ peſftilent Fellow, 
and a Sower of Sedition : Or, as St. Luke records it, they 
watched him, and ſent forth Spies, which ſhould feign themſehves 
juſt Men ; deſigning to take hold of his Words, and deliver him 
unto the Power and Authority of the Governor. 


This Day has been wiſely ſet apart by Authority, to com- 
memorate and bewail the Confuſions, which Hypocriſy and 
Irreligion had brought upon this Church and Nation. 
Yet ought it not to be a Day of Strife and Contention ; 
either by vindicating what was done in thoſe Years of 
Deſolation on the one hand, or uttering perſonal Invectives 
on the other: but by a cool diſpaſſionate Enquiry into 


Things, not Perſons, we may learn to form ſuch a political 


Syſtem, as may enable us to /ead peaceable Lives in all God- 


lineſs and Honeſty ; and render both to God and Cæſar the 
things which reſpectively belong to them. We ſhould treat 


the Subject with ſuch a becoming Decency and Chriſtian 


T emper, as may Convince the World, that although we 
abhor the Crimes, yet that we can pity, and in part ex- 
cuſe the Bulk of thoſe concerned; who were ſeduced by 
plauſible but fallacious Arguments; by the cunning So— 
phiſtry of their deſigning Leaders; to commit ſuch Actions, 
as were not only a Diſgrace to the Religion which they 
profeſſed, but even a Scandal to them as Men. 


a Ver. 15. b Ads xxiv. 5, © Luke xx, 20. 4 1 Tim. ii. 2. 


For 
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For although we have many Inſtances, in the Annals 
of other Nations, where Kings have been depoſed and 
murdered by their Subjects, but more frequently by their 
mercenary Forces ; yet is it no where told us, that a So- 
vereign Prince was oppoſed in the Field by his Subjects, 
impriſoned and afterwards condemned, in conſequence of 
a mock Tryal, for Rebellion againſt the People ; and then 
executed for it in an ignominious Manner. 


I have already obſerved that there are two very impor- 


tant Duties contained in the Text: as ſuch therefore we 
will ſeparately conſider them. 


1/t. The Obedience which is due to God. And | 
2dly. That which is due to Cæſar. I ſhall afterwards 
draw ſome general Obſervations from them, relative to the 

Occaſion of this day's Solemnity. 


1. We are required to render unto God, the Things which 
are God's. 


A Conviction that there is a God, and that we are to 
obey his Will, is the Foundation of all Religion : with- 
out it we are not capable of ſecuring either Peace of Mind 
here, or Happineſs hereafter. For to live as without God 
in the World ; without a Belief of his Exiſtence, a Reliance 
on his Promiſes, and a firm Perſuaſion that he * con/dereth 
all our Works ; would afford but a very uncomfortable Re- 


— 


e Pſalm xxxiii. 15, + 
B 2 flection; 
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flection; and could at moſt but extend to an Epicurean Hap- 
pineſs, Let ns eat and drink, for to morrow we die. — But 
when we reflect on Him with a reverential Awe ; when we 
conſider Him, as He really is, our Creator and Preferver ; 
we are induced to regulate our Behaviour, according to ſuch 
our Opinion of Him. As our Creator, we owe Him Honour 
and Adoration, with an entire Reſignation to his Will, in all 
the various Turns of our Affairs: praifing Him as the bene- 
ficent Diſpenſer of all good Things, on the one Hand; and 
ſubmitting with a chearfull Acquieſcence to his ſeverer Diſ- 
penſations on the other. We muſt ive, honour, and adore a 
Being, fo infinitely perfect in himſelf, and fo infinitely be- 
neficial to us : upon whom alone onr Happineſs depends, 
and without whoſe gracious Aſſiſtance we are incapable of 
doing a Good. Wa 


Are we Fefirous Gewebes of a Supply, either of Pirituat 
or temporal Bleſſings from the Supreme Being, we muſt 
humble ourſelves before Him, and petition for thoſe Things 
which He ſhall judge to be convenient for us : that He would 
vouchſafe to ſhower down his Benefits upon us ; would 
avert the Evils which we fear, and beſtow the Bleſſings 
which we want. We muſt thank Him, as the Author and 
Preſerver of our Being ; that He hath created ns in his own 
Image ; that he hath redeemed us from the Power of Dark- 
neſs, and from * the Corruption which is in the World through 
Luft ; that he hath ſent his Son to inſtru us in thoſe Duties 
which are eſſential to our Happineſs, and to be a propitiatory 
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Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind: that he hath endowed us 
with immortal Souls, and made us capable of enjoying future 
and eternal Bliſs. For theſe and many other undeſerved Bleſ- 
fings, we maſt thankfully adore the Divine Majeſty ; and by 
our Behaviour ſhew, that we are in ſome Degree deſerving of 
his future Favours. 


We are alſo to render to Him all due Reverence and Reſpea: 
not to blaſpheme his Name, or contemn his Ordinances ; but 
in a particular manner to reſpect things offered to Him, or de- 
dicated to his Service; to ® keep bis Sabbaths, and reverence 
his Sanftuaries. In ſhort, this Duty of Obedience unto God, 
or rendering unto him his Due, includes in it a regular Dif- 
charge of all thoſe- Commands, which he hath given us in his 
Word : All that filial Duty, which as our Father He may ex- 
pect; all that Purity of Heart and Affection, which i becometh 
Perſons profeſſing Godlineſs ; all that Holinefs, Piety, and De- 
votion, which will ſanctify our Endeavours here, and make us 
reliſh thoſe Joys, which He hath prepared for his faithful Ser- 
vants in a future State. 


Confider we now, 
2dly, What the Obedience is which we owe to Cæſar, and 
wherein it conſiſts. 


Chriſtianity requires Obedience to thoſe Powers which are 
legally inſtituted, whatever they be; without eſtabliſhing any 
particular form: And leaves it to the Prudence or Neceſſities 


- 


1 


b Lev. xix. zo. 11 Tim. ii. 10. 


of 
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of each People, to Pm for themſelves in a Caſe of that 
Importance. 


Our Duty therefore in the firſt Place is, to pay all Deference 
and Reſpect to the Perſon of the Supreme Magiſtrate, who- 
ever he be: To eſteem and love him, as one that watcheth 
over us for our good. We muſt form generous and noble 
Conceptions of him; for if in our Imaginations only, we ſink 
him to a level with, and think him no better than ourſelves, 
we ſhall ſoon work up an untuly, fond Perſuaſion, that we are 
the proper judges both of Him and his Behaviour. And 
when once we begin to think meanly of him, and look upon 
him as weak and ignorant, as falſe and deſigning, as negligent 
and remiſs in the Execution of the ſupreme Command; his Au- 
thority proportionably diminiſhes, and we obey only for fear 
of Puniſhment.—Whereas when we form worthy Notions of 


him; ſuch as Chriſtianity requires; ſuch as Charity enjoins; 


ſuch as we would have put upon our own Actions: When 
we look upon him in that Light, which even our common In- 
tereſt demands of us; that though he be not perfect, yet that 
he ſtudies for our good, and deſigns at leaſt the Proſperity of his 
People: We then obey with a willing Mind, ſupport the 
Magiſtrate with Alacrity, and even ſubmit to Difficulties with 
Satisfaction and Content. Foreign or domeſtick Troubles do 
but whet-our Zeal for his Service ; inſpire us with Reſolu- 


tion to hazard every thing for his Protection, and to make him 


as Great as we think he is Good. 


In conſequence of this perſonal Regard, we ſhall chearfully 
ſubmit to his Authority, and obey thoſe Injunctions, which he 
ſhall lay upon us, without murmuring or repining ; without 

3 pretending 
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pretending to penetrate the Reaſons of every Command, or 
fathom the Depths of his Counſels.— The Magiſtrate's Duty 
is to govern well, the Subject's to obey chearfully : I will not 
ſay every Command; but ſhall venture to aſſert, that in gene- 
ral the Publick ſuffers leſs by an enlarged Obedience, than by 
our withholding that which may legally be demanded of us. 


To theſe I ſhall add another Branch of Duty to the Magiſ- 
trate; and that is Obedience to the Laws of our Country, 
Laws are framed for the good of the Community, and by them 
are we to regulate our Conduct. They are not, neither can 
they be ſuppoſed to be always perfect: So that, ſhould particu- 
lars be ſometimes aggrieved by them, it is not for private Men, 


on that Account, to oppoſe a general Good. While they are 


in force, it ſhould be made a point of Conſcience to obey 
them ; and that diſregard or Contempt of them, which is often 
ſhewn, and too frequently with Impunity, is a ſign of a ſickly 
and diſtempered State, and may ſometimes prove fatal in its 
Effects. Obedience to the Laws is Obedience to the Supreme 
Magiſtrate, and rendering unto him his due; inaſmuch as they 
are very properly called bis Laws, as he is intruſted with the 
executive Power, to ſee thoſe Laws obeyed. —And herein is 
included the Duty of paying Tribute to whom Tribute is due: 
For though the contrary is, and has been long practiſed, in 
open Violation and in Defiance of thoſe ſalutary Laws, which 
publick Wiſdom has thought proper to enact; yet certainly the 
daring Boldneſs of the Fact alters not the Nature of it, or 
renders the Offence leſs criminal : For the Magiſtrate hath 
the ſame legal, the ſame equitable Right to Tribute, that each 


*k Rom. Xxill. . 


Man 
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Man hath to his particular Property: Both are aſcertained 


by the Laws of our Country, and the Community is concern- 
ed to ſee thoſe Laws obeyed. Let is the withholding Tri- 
bute attended with this particular Aggravation, that without 
it no Government can be ſupported : The very foundation of 
an Eſtabliſhment mult be deſtroyed, where the Power to de- 


fend it is wanting. 


We are alſo to afliſt the Magiſtrate in the Execution of his 
Office by our Prayers: According to the Advice of St. Paul, 
J exbort that firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and 
giving of Thanks be made for all Men; for Kings, and for all that 
are in Authority : And for this Reaſon, that we may lead quiet 
and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. And to in- 
force theſe Duties I add, that we are thereunto bound, by the 
ſtrongeſt Motives of Self-intereſt, and by all the Tyes of Rea- 
ſon and Religion; for we are to do theſe things, ® not only for 
Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. 


Thus have I curſorily conſidered the important Duties pre- 
ſcribed by our Bleſſed Saviour, our Duty to God and the King. 
And as I am called upon to conſider the Tranſactions of thoſe 
Men, who filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, by the 
Murder of a virtuous and merciful Prince ; I ſhall do it by 
the Rules already laid down; which will clearly evince, that 
thoſe turbulent, heady and blood-thirſty Men, withheld both 
from God and Cæſar the things which refpeRively belonged to 
them. | 
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I do not hereby intend to lay one common Charge upon all 
who were concerned in that Rebellion: For many there were 
* 20/0, as the ſacred Hiſtorian relates in a ſimilar Caſe, joined in 
their Simplicity, and went out, being called, and yet they lune 
not any thing. They joined the popular Cry of Liberty, tu- 
multuouſly united in defence of their Diana, and yet were not 
able to aſſign any Reaſon for it. Such a powerful Influence 
have Words on Actions, that Men are frequently diverted, by 
an unaccountable Faſcination, from their cooler Determina- 
tions ; and blindly led on from one Degree of Miſchief to an- 
other, until they are firmly perſuaded that Evil is Good, and 
-Good Evil. What would have made them ſtagger at firſt, 
| and with Hazael cry out, * Is thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould 
3h do this thing, would by inſenſible Degrees become familiar to 
F them, and they be drawn on by their crafty Leaders, until it 
was too late ta look back and repent. 


| I ſhall not take up your Time in examining into the Begin- 
=_ ning of this unhappy Reign, or that which preceded it; inaſ- 
+ much as it cannot be denied, but that both Kings were put 
| upon Meaſures inconſiſtent with their true Intereſt, inconſiſ- 
tent with the Eaſe and Proſperity of their People. Warm and 
2 lth enterpriſing Men too ſucceſsfully urged them on to ſtretch 

1 their Authority to its utmoſt Bounds, if not beyond it; and in 
1 ſome Inſtances, at the Expence both of private and publick 
Tranquillity. 


Far be it from me to diſpute the Right which the People 
muſt be allowed to have, of defending themſelves in Caſes of 


n 2 Sam. xv. 11. o 2 Kings viii. 13. 
C extreme 


_ —— — Tz — — 
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extreme neceſſity; when their religious and civil Rights are 
in real Danger, from the arbitrary and deſpotick Proced- 
ings of the Supreme Magiſtrate : Whoſe Office requires him to 
protect his People, and whoſe Glory it ſhould be to be zbe 
Minifter of God to them for goed. Such a Defence is juſtifi- 
able; ſuch was it wiſely eſteemed, and practiſed in a later 
Reign : By which a Foundation was' laid for thoſe glorious 


Privileges, that Freedom we now happily enjoy, without any 


Apprehenſion of Danger from a Defpotick Power; without 
the Fear of being diſpofſeſſed of thoſe National Bleſſings, 
which flow in upon us, under the auſpicious Government of 
our preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign. 


But this ſingle, though fortunate Event, onght not to be 
produced as a Precedent for future times, unleſs the Circum- 
ſtances ſhould unhappily be the ſame. It certainly was not 
the Caſe in thoſe days of Infamy and Reproach, which we 
now cannot reflect on but with Horror. There was room 
indeed for Yealoufies, for Doubts and Fears: But yet the 
whole of the Conſtitution was not at ſtake, as it certainly was 
in the other Inſtance : The civil Government might have 
been carried on without any great Inconvenience : And a few 
Conceſſions, if made with Temper and Sincerity on both 
fides, might have eſtabliſhed it on a ſolid and lag, Foun- 


dation. 


Neither ſhall I deny the right which the Subjects have, of 
applying for relief from ſuch Laws as are beatherfoans: or 
oppreſhve, ſo it be done in a manner ſuitable to our Conſtitu- 


tion. But when all ſuch juſt Complaints were removed, in 


the 
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the Caſe before us: When Laws were enacted which ſecured 
the Subject from the Dangers of Popery; from the arbitrary, 
and ſometimes ſevere Sentences of a Star-Chamber ; from the 
Fears -of not meeting again in Parliament, by making that 
Parliament perpetual; which were the things they moſt com- 
plained of: When the King had given up many of his juſt 
and legal Rights, in hopes that ſuch unprecedented Conceſ- 
fions would have had a proper Influence to prevent future 
Incroachments : Nay, when they themſelves declared, that 
” the King bad ſufficiently provided for the Security of the Com- 
monwealth; and that there remained nothing to be done, but 


ſuch a Return of Duty and Gratitude to him, as might teſtiſy 


their Devotions to him: When this, I lay, was really done; 
What poſſible Excuſe can be made for the ſubſequent Tranſ- 
actions? The Seeds of Rebellion were doubtleſs much ſooner 


ſown ; but now * they ſprang up and brought forth fruit to 


fifty and an bundred fold. 


For ſome conſiderable Time the whole of our Conſtitution 
was entire; the three Eſtates of the Realm were ſubſiſting; a 
body of Laws in being, by which the People were to, be go- 
verned; thoſe which were imperfect juſt altered; and thoſe 
which were hurtful repealed; the King in a readineſs to en- 
force the Execution of thoſe Laws; and the People, in gene- 


ral, willing to ſubmit to them. The Eccleſiaſtical part of it 
had ſubſiſted long i in Purity and Vigour ; without any Inter- 


ä 
— 


? Eachard's Hiſtory of England, Vol. III. p. 100, _ 4 Matt. xiii, 8. . 
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ruption (except in the preceding Century) from the very 
firſt planting of Chriſtianity. It was at this time purged from 
the pompous Pageantry and unchriſtian Tenets of the Romiſh 
Church; freed from the unmeaning Sanctity and ſupercilious 
Hypocriſy of the Separatiſts, but built upon the Foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Je 92 Chriſt bimſel i If being Phe chief cor- 


ner Stone. 


Theſe Things previouſly obſerved, I ſhall now heh re- 
collect the moſt material Tranſactions of thoſe Times; and 
ſee what Reſpect was ſhewed either to GOD or the KING. 


The eſtabliſhed Religion, that Religion which we now pro- 
feſs, and of which we have caufe to glory, was overturned by 
an illegal Power, after the Fathers of the Church had been 
excluded from their juſt Rights by popular Tumults, foment- 
ed by factious and deſigning Men.—Thoſe Revenues which had 
been appropriated for the Maintenance and Support of Re- 
ligion ;—That Liturgy, by the Uſe of which, the external Ser- 
vice of it had been performed with Decency and Order ;— 
Thoſe Drvines, who had, with the moſt Zeal and Knowledge, 
endeavoured the Support of it; and hoſe Fathers, who by their 
exemplary Lives had graced their Station, and governed their 
reſpeQive Flocks, agrecably to the Practice of the firſt and 
pureſt Ages; were by an aſſumed and illegal Power voted uſe- 
leſs, and in conſequence thereof were entirely ſuppreſſed. 
The Revenues of the Church they piouſly appropriated to 
their own Uſe;— The Liturgy was ſucceeded by Enthu- 


— 


, Epheſ. li. 12. | 
ſiaſtick 
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fiaſtick Effuſions, unworthy the Chriſtian, nay a Scandal to 
all Religion ;—For Teachers they had Jeroboam's Prieſts ; for 
* of the loweſt and moſt ignorant of the People were made Prieſts 
of the high Places; whoever would they approved of bim, and 
be became one of the Prieſts of the high Places. 


When the Almighty was thus diſhonoured, no Wonder 
that the King was diſobeyed : When God's Laws and Ordi- 
nances were once caſt behind them, and they were ſet free 
from the Ties of Religion and Conſcience; it could not be 
expected that the Laws of their Country ſhould hold them : 
or that They ſhould fear the Chaſtiſement of their earthly 
Sovereign, who had ſet at defiance the Terrors of the Lord. 


I ſhall not tire your Patience with a Detail of every particu- 
lar Action, or a Refutation of every popular Plea : But ſhall 
lay it down as a fundamental Maxim, That the Laws of our 
Country, where they are conſiſtent with the Laws of God, are the 
Rule by which we ought to regulate our Bebaviour, 


This allowed me, and which I think cannot be denied ; 
would then aſk, In what particular did they ſubmit to and 
obey thoſe Laws? Was it by appropriating a Legiſlative 
Power to a few, and voting their Will a Law ? Was it by 
driving the King's faithful Servants from him, by whoſe Ad- 
vice his Crown and Dignity might have been ſafe? Was it 
by excluding from their Counſcls all ſuch as thwarted their 
Meaſures, or diſapproved their Rebellious Tenets ? Was it by 


1 Kings xiii. 33. 2 f 
_ enving 
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driving Majeſty from his Royal Seat, and hunting bim like a 
Partridge upon the Mountains? Was it by impriſoning, by 
fining, by condemning ſuch as they thought Friends to 
Monarchy and the ancient Conſtitution of the Kingdom? 
Was it by a military Force raiſing exotbitant: Sums on 
their fellow Subjects, ſuch as neither they nor their Fathers 
had ever heard of: ſuch as plainly evinced, that he little 
Fi inger of Rebellion was thicker than the Lois of Regal Govern- 
ment. In fine; Was it by trying, by condemning, by mur- 
dering their lawful Sovereign, and ſeiſing on his Inheri- 
tance ? —If this was Law, they were the beſt of Citizens, 
and the Glory of the Age they lived in: But as this was not 


the Caſe ; As they trampled upon the Laws of their Counz 


try, and violated the Rights of their fellow Subjects ; they 
juitly defervcd the Reſentment of the one, and the Puniſh- 
ment of the other, when Religion and Loyalty 1 were e again 
triumphant. | 


The Solemnity of this Day obliges me to urge a few Par- 
ticulars, which may be preventive of thoſe Calamities, under 
which our fore-fathers ſo greatly ſuffered. For doubtleſs 
the Almighty was not only paſſive, in permitting ſuch Evils 
to flouriſh ; but thoſe great wicked Men were Inſtruments in 
his Hands to puniſh a e Land. 


WE muſt therefore endeayour to malte Hearen propitious, 
by diſcouraging Vice, Immorality and Prophaneneſs. Theſe 
are Weeds indeed which flouriſh in every Soil and in every 
Climate: Yet each Age produces ſomething new; ſomedaring 


. * 1 Kings xii. 10. | 
Improvers 
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Improvers upon the general Principles of Diſobedience ; who 


ſtrive to ſhine as Stars of the firſt Magnitude in the Kingdom 
of their Father, Whenever ſuch appear, we ſhould ſhun 
their Influence, as we value the Honour and Favour of Al- 
mighty God : And as we regard the Welfare of Society, the 
good of the preſent or future Ages, we ſhould * put away the 
accurſed Thing from among us; And with a watchful Eye 
endeavour to prevent the growing Evil, before it be produc- 
tive of any fatal Conſequences. 


When we are thoroughly perſuaded that Righteouſneſs on- 
ly can exalt a Nation ; Intereſt and Duty will both conſpire 
to eſtabliſh in us ſuch a ſolid Senſe of Virtue and Religion, 
as will enable us ſo conſcientiouſly to obey the Divine Com- 
mands, as will make the Supreme Being propitious to us : 
for without him we can ds nothing. But if we are diſobedient 
and rebellious; if we treat Him and his Laws with Diſre- 
ſpect, and the Babyloniſh Garment lies concealed ; we ſhall in 
vain boaſt of our ſuperior Strength or Skill, inaſmuch as That 
God whom we have offended, who is of purer Eyes than to 
behold Iniquity, can at once make the Devices of the People to 
be of none Effect, and coſt out the Coumſels of Princes. 


We mult alſo be ſolicitous for the Honour of our Sove- 
reign. We mult treat Majeſty in the moſt dutiful and re- 


ſpectful Manner; addreſs him with all Deference and Re- 
gard; and in particular not attempt to leſſen him in the 


* „ * . a. th. a. 


5 Joſhua vii. 12. | * Pſal. xxxiii. 10, 
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Eyes of the Vulgar. For all Authority is at an end, and Go- 
vernment mult ceaſe to have a ſufficiency of Power, when 
every idle; diſcontented Man ſhall endeavour to controul, or 


leſſen the ſacredneſs of the Prince's Character. 


This was the artful Contrivance of thoſe Sons, of Belial 
whoſe Succeſſes we now deplore. They repreſented their 
Sovereign as a Man of a weak Head and bad Heart ; that 
there was no Truth in his Aſſertions, no Reliance on his 
Promiſes. This was greedily ſwallowed by the unthinking 
many; and (to their Shame be it ſpoken) by thoſe who 
ſhould have known better. This produced the fatal Vote of 


the Remnant of a Parliament, that there ſhould be 20 further 


Adareſſes to his Majeſty : For to what Purpoſe ſhould they 
treat, when they were made to believe, that whatever 
Conceſſions he was conſtrained to make, it was never his In- 
rention to perform them. 


Me are alſo to ſhew our Regard for our Sovereign, by 


diſcouraging, and, as much as in us lieth, ſuppreſſing all tu- 


multuous and diſorderly Practices: Which can have no 


other Tendency, nor were they ever encouraged for any 


other Purpoſe, but to embroil or intimidate the Civil 
Government. Experience too fatally convinces us of this : 
for what was it that contributed ſo much to the overthrow of 
the Eſtabliſhment in the laſt Age, and ſpread Deſolation over 
the whole Land ? What was it but the tumultuous, popular 
Madneſs, inſtigated originally by a few deſigning Men; and 
held forth as lawful, nay meritorious by ſupple, proſtitute 
Preachers; till the Torrent was too impetuous to be ſtop- 
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ged.. till all Laws both facred and civil were treated with 
Contempt, ? It wasbythis powerful Aid that they, were en- 
abled to. raiſe, and maintain their Armies: It was by this 
means, that many wero intimidated'in the Diſcharge. of their 
Duty,» ſeif preſervation made them retire, and deplore the 
Deſolation of their Country, for fear of being ſubjected to 
the unruly Reſentment of the Populace; of ſuch as were 
not capable of judging between Right and Wrong, but im. 
— Dm the Orders of their Mane, | 


There i is a in: Evil ill to be rooted out, which 
is deſtructiye to the Happineſs both of King and People; 
and that is the Spirit of Party. However ſome” Men 
may; hope to find their Account by encouraging ſuch 
Diſtinctions; yet is it but the Offspring of: Pride, Avas 
rice and Revenge; and the fruitful Parent of Sedition 
and Rebellion. Many there are indeed who join in 
the common Cry, out of a Principle of Levity, rather 
than of Malice; and from an Apprehenſion or Fear of 
being ſingular, lift under ſuch Banners as are acciden- 
tally erected near them; and then diſperſe abroad all 
the en venomed Rancour of Calumny and Sedition, with 
which their Leaders have too artfully ſupplied the m. 
Vet even theſe ſhould conſider, that though they may 
hope, by their forward Zeal, to procure ſome Advan- 
tage to themſelves ; yet that they are but Inſtruments 
under the Direction of abler Maſters; and the Tools 
of . in the hands of deins Men. 9980 
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Others chere habe been whoſe | Deſigne may be' mucki 
eafier gueſſed at than explained: 1 ſhall therefore Lr 
obſerve, that from Experience we may be thoroughly 
convinced of the direful Effects of Party Trifatuation'; by 
Which thoſe Popular Diſcontents were induſtriouſſy fo- 
mented, Which the Cabal had firſt ſpirited up! And 
though they had ſomething ſpecious to offer, ſome plau- 
ſible Salvos to dazzle the Eyes, and to draw off the 
Attention of Mankind from their real Views; Yet at 
laſt it undeniably appeared, that they were all danger- 
ous to the Conſtitution. They could ſurmiſe that they 


ſtood up in Defence of Liberty; that they ſought only 


the good of their Country; or ſometimes that they 
were ſolicitous to preſerve the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown ;! for they pretended even to fight for * 
King, whule 1 in- open — againſt him. 1 


7 But can | Liberty ever: conſiſt in Licentiouſaeſs, in 
forming Parties which muſt deſtroy, that Liberty? Can 
the National Happineſs, the Good of the Community 
be the Object of our Wiſhes, while private Intereſt only 
e e i ? Or, can the Honour of the Prince 

be preſerved, while Party Zeal ſhall endeavour to make 
that innocent, Which in others creates à juſt Abhor- 
rence, and deſtroys that mutual Confidence, which is ſo 
neceſſary, for the Peace and Happineſs of his Kingdoms ? 
Vet theſe Pretences have been the ſtanding Topieks of 
Declamation; the favourite Ball toſſed. out for Fools to 
play with; an empty, unmeaning Sound, but as it ſerv- 
ed the Purpoſes of Ambition and Revenge. 


Let 


befoe the Hole of 0dMMORNs. 


Let us therefore, v laying' afide ail Male and all Guile, 
* Hypocrifies, and Envies, and all Evil ſpeakingr, be at 
Peace one among andther; and as Meinbers of the fame 
Community as dutiful Subjects to the beſt of Princes, 
as fincete' Friends to Gur profink happy "Eftabliſiment, 
and as zealous Profeſſors of the true Chfiſtian Reli- 
gion, proclaim our juſt Abhorrence of thoſe enormous 
Crimes, Irreligion and Rebellion. This will ſtrengthen 
the Hands of Government, and entitle us to the Pro- 
tection of thoſe Powers which we thus ſupport. For 
he who makes a Conſcience of Duty, and founds his 
Obedience on the Laws of God, gives a much ſtronger 
Evidence of his Allegiance and Fidelity, than he who 


obeys only from a capricious Humour, or the baſer Prin- 
ciple of Self- intereſt. 


Let us ſhew all dutiful Regard, and the warmeſt 


Returns of Gratitude to our moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


who continually watcheth over us for our good :— Let 
us ſupport him in all Exigencies, and defend him againſt 
all his Enemies: —Let us pay an entire Submiſſion to 
the Laws of our Country; as a Violation of them muſt 
almoſt neceſſarily involve us in thoſe fatal Calamities 


which we now deplore — Let us adhere ſteadily to the 


Precepts of our moſt Holy Religion, which exhorts us 
to the Performance of thoſe ſocial Duties, upon which 
our preſent Happineſs. depends: —Let us lay aſide all 
perſonal Rancour and Reſentment, which ſerve only 

weaken and divide us: — In ſhort, Let Conſcience be our 
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